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Abstract: The increase in global climate change 
incidents is a glaring indication that more pragmatic 
and direct approaches to tree and forest management 
are urgently needed. A study was conducted around 
Mount Elgon Uganda between June 2018 and 
December 2019. The objectives were to:  i) determine 
the socio-economic characteristics of women and 
youth farmers engaged in agroforestry, ii) determine 
the relationship between women and youth farmers� 
characteristics in adoption of tree technologies and 
related decisions, and iii) assess the incentives, 
challenges and strategies for promoting agroforestry 
technologies� adoption in the region. Data were 
collected from 250 women and youths using focus 
group discussions, semi-structured, and key 
informant interviews. Results showed that 
engagements in agroforestry practices attracted 
largely (82%) of uneducated women and youths and 

basic methods and tools were used to farm. Up to 70% 
of women and youth relied on crop farming as a major 
source of income, earning about USD$ 250 per-
annum. Farm and family size were positively 
(P>0.0001) related to tree adoption decisions while 
farmer capacity building activities (such as training, 
farmer guided field tours, and participatory farmer 
trial�s establishments) and access to low-cost tree 
seedlings motivated their involvement in tree planting. 
Land scarcity, soil, water, and tree conservation issues 
and shortage of desired tree species affected the 
extent of tree growing in both women and youth-led 
households. The suggested strategies comprised 
strengthening farmer capacity-building programs and 
upholding soil and water conservation technologies. 
Agroforestry has the potential to address the 
challenges related to land scarcity and shortage of 
desired tree products in women and youth-led 
households around Mount Elgon. However, the 
women and youths involved in farming activities were 
generally poor, illiterate and faced issues of land 

Women and youths participation in agroforestry: What counts and what 

doesn�t around Mount Elgon, Uganda? 

Received: 24-Mar-2021 
1st Revision: 11-Jul-2021 
2nd Revision: 03-Sep-2021 
Accepted: 13-Sep-2021 

 Original Article 

GALABUZI Charles1,2* https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4446-0725; e-mail: charlesgalabuzi@gmail.com  

AGABA Hillary1,2 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6461-2896; e-mail: hiagaba@yahoo.com  

OKIA Clement Akias3,5 https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1099-4697; e-mail: C.Okia@cgiar.org 

ODOUL Judith4 https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6038-6011; e-mail: J.Oduol@cgiar.org  

MUTHURI Catherine4 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3453-5041; e-mail: C.Muthuri@cgiar.org  

*Corresponding author 

1 National Forestry Resources Research Institute (NaFORRI), Kampala 1752, Uganda 

2 National Agricultural Research Organization (NARO), Entebbe 295, Uganda 

3 World Agroforestry, Uganda Country Office, Kampala 2641, Uganda 

4 World Agroforestry, United Nations Avenue, Nairobi 30677, Kenya 

5 Department of Environmental Sciences, Muni University, Arua 725, Uganda 

Citation: Galabuzi C, Agaba H, Okia CA, et al. (2021) Women and youths participation in agroforestry: What counts and 
what doesn�t around Mount Elgon, Uganda? Journal of Mountain Science 18(12). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11629-021-6812-5 

© Science Press, Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment, CAS and Springer-Verlag GmbH Germany, part of Springer Nature 2021 


